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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

I. Claims 1 and 2 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown (U.S. PG Pub. No. 2004/0095587) 

Regarding claim 1, Brown discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising: 
setting section to be used by a user for setting, as a copying mode, a writing 
space mode in which a document image in a preset number are printed on a half of a 
single paper sheet, thus forming a writing space on the other half of the paper sheet, 
(Fig. 5 shows a picture one on half and other text information on the other half of the 
printed sheet - this can be considered as an sheet having an image area and a writing 
area for text images) and 

image forming section for printing the document image in the preset number on a 
half of a single paper sheet when the writing space mode has been set as a copying 
mode. (Fig. 5 - note that various other combinations are possible in Figs. 2-7) 

Brown does not explicitly disclose call any mode a writing space mode. 
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However, brown notes in the background in P[0025] that various machines can 
embody Brown's invention, including a multifunction device with copying capabilities. 
The use of a setting section, such as a control panel, in various copying or multifunction 
devices is well-known. See also P[0056] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have set a mode called a writing mode. 

The motivation would have been to make it for convenient for an user by making 
the writing space copying mode a quick mode for the production of a sheet with a 
predetermined layout. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to use Brown to obtain the invention as 
specified. 

Regarding claim 2, Brown discloses an image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the setting section includes means to be used by a user for setting 
whether or not a page separating line is put on the paper sheet when the writing space 
mode has been set (Figs. 2-7, P[0056]) , and 

the image forming section includes means for printing a page separating line at 
each boundary between adjacent document images printed on a paper sheet and at 
each boundary between a document image printed on the paper sheet and the writing 
space when the writing space mode has been set as a copying mode and it has been 
set to put a page separating line. (Figs. 2-7 shows various ways to divide the images 
using separating lines). 
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II. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown (U.S. 
PG Pub. No. 2004/0095587) in view of Powerpoint (http ://off ice . m icrosoft. com/en- 
us/powerpoint/ HA01 0348091 033.aspx) 

Regarding claim 3, Brown discloses ways to print multiple pages on a sheet. 

It does not explicitly disclose "the setting section includes means to be used by a 
user for setting whether or not rules are put in the writing space when the writing space 
mode has been set, and 

the image forming section includes means for printing rules in the writing space 
formed on the paper sheet when the writing space mode has been set as a copying 
mode and it has been set to put rules in the writing space." 

However, Powerpoint discloses in Fig. 2 of the example layouts and the 
description of this figure, that there can be lines printed for users to add comments. 
This applies to both Powerpoint 2002 and 2003, which were already produced prior to 
the filing of this application. 

Brown and Powerpoint are combinable because both allow users to print multiple 
pages on a single sheet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have allowed the printing of lines on a page for user comments. 

The motivation would have been to make it easier for users to write comments. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Brown and Powerpoint to 
obtain the invention as specified. 

III. Claim 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown (U.S. 
PG Pub. No. 2004/0095587) in view of Nakagiri (U.S. Patent No. 6,501,562) 

Regarding claim 4, Brown discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising: 
consolidation mode setting section for setting, as a copying mode, a 
consolidation mode in which a preset plurality of documents are consolidatedly printed 
on a single paper sheet and in which a separating line is put at each boundary between 
adjacent document images on the paper sheet, the consolidation mode being arranged 
such that the printing area of a paper sheet is divided into sub-areas of which number 
corresponds to the preset document number, and that each document image is printed 
in each sub-area; (Figs. 2-7, P[0056]) 

Brown does not explicitly disclose "means for judging each pair of two adjacent 
sub-areas of the printing area of a paper sheet whether or not both two adjacent sub- 
areas of each pair result in blank portions when the consolidation mode has been set by 
the consolidation mode setting section and the number of documents to be printed on a 
single paper sheet is smaller than the preset number; 

image forming section for forming, on a single paper sheet, an image in which a 
plurality of documents are being consolidatedly assembled and in which a separating 
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line is being put at each boundary between adjacent document images when the 
consolidation mode has been set as a copying mode; and 

the image forming section including comprising means arranged not to put a 
separating line at the boundary between two adjacent sub-areas when the judging 
means has judged that these two adjacent sub-areas result in blank portions." 

However, Nakagiri discloses in Fig. 4C and column 9, line 66 - column 10, line 
13 that blank logical pages can be inserted so pages can be properly printed. Brown 
also shows in Figs. 2-7 show various ways to print boundaries. 

Brown and Nakagiri are combinable because both are in the art of printing 
multiple pages on a single page. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have determined where blank pages are to be and to not draw 
separator lines between then. 

The motivation would have been to allow the pages to be printed properly. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Brown and Nakagiri to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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